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,can Medical Association, whose sole function is to place
the announcements of the leading msnufacturers of medical
products which have a nation-wide distribution. A favorite
device for testing the effect of the advertisements in the
state medical journals is the use which physicians make of
coupons offering samples or literature. One publisher of
an expensive encyclopedia refused to renew his advertise-
ment in the journal of one of the large medical societies
because he had not received a single request for sample
pages which he had offered. He said in a half joking way,
"If I receive four coupons from an announcement in the
forthcoming issue of your journal, I will immediately renew
the advertisement." It happened that he received twelve
requests, and he gladly kept his word.
Every doctor sees these coupons and other offers in our

Journal, and many physicians are inclined to respond to
them, but neglect to do so. If you are really interested in
-the offer, as many of you are, make use of it at once. This
is especially important during the coming fall months when
decisions for renewing the advertisements are made, based
on the tangible evidence that the advertisements are actually
read and appreciated.

It is a gratifying fact that several large advertisers are
seriously placing trial advertisements in the state journals.
Although you may not recognize your prospective cus-
tomers, send for the coupons and literature that are offered
in The Journal, and thereby demonstrate your interest in
The Journal as well as the products which you will receive.

Finally, remember this fact: If it were not for the con-
tributions of our advertisers, your annual dues would be
increased by about three dollars.

Co6perative Medical Advertising Bureau of
the American Medical Association.-In the
New Jersey editorial quoted above, reference is
made to the "Cooperative Medical Advertising
Bureau," a department of the American Medical
Association through which practically all state
medical journals work in securing advertising con-
tracts from out-of-state firms. In a recent letter
its director stated:
During the next three months many of our advertisers

will be selecting their advertising media for 1940. So that
your journal may make a good showing we suggest that
you urge your readers to answer all coupons and offers
of literature appearing during October, November, and
December.

It is much easier to cultivate and hold advertisers than
to resell them after they have become dissatisfied and
cancelled. State journals have to counteract the reputation
for poor reader response....
While the Bureau is making every effort to renew all

expiring contracts, and contact all potential prospects, it
needs your support.
To all the above, we would again repeat the plea

made in the editorial comment, "Support Your
Advertisers," which appeared on page 148 in
CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE for Sep-
tember. As there stated, "By giving this aid,
members will be helping their advertisers, their
Association, and themselves. Lend a hand!" The
co6peration of California Medical Association
members, therefore, will be greatly appreciated by
the Council as well as by CALIFORNIA AND WEST-
ERN MEDICINE.

Other State Association and Component
County Society News.-Additional news con-
cerning the activities and work of the Cali-
fornia Medical Association and its component
county medical societies is printed in this issue,
commencing on page 330.

EDITORIAL COMMENTt

METABOLISM OF RADIO-ACTIVE IRON
That absorption of iron from the intestinal tract

is determined by physiologic needs, is a most sig-
nificant theory recently suggested by Hahn' and
his coworkers, of the University of Rochester.
This theory was deduced from their studies of the
absorption, transportation and utilization of radio-
active iron in normal, anemic and plethoric dogs.
Dogs of the anemic group were made relatively

iron-free by repeated bleedings, supplemented by
three to five weeks' maintenance on a practically
iron-free diet. In their plethoric group the hemo-
globin level had been raised 20 to 40 per cent by
repeated blood transfusion. Radio-active iron was
mixed with the routine diets of these dogs in the
form of Fe2(SO4)8 or FeCl8. Within four to eight
hours after ingestion of this "radio-iron" ration,
relatively large amounts of radio-active iron were
demonstrable in the erythrocytes of the anemic
group. In one dog, for example, by the end of
twenty-four hours as much as 12.7 per cent of
the ingested iron ration were recovered from the
tissues, approximately 9 per cent being present in
the erythrocytes, 0.3 per cent in the plasma, 0.4 per
cent in the liver, and 3 per cent in the bone marrow.
The normal or plethoric dogs showed but 0.15
per cent total iron absorption, 0.06 per cent being
present in the erythrocytes, and from 0.01 to 0.03
per cent each in plasma, liver, spleen, and bone
marrow.
The authors conclude from these differences

that in some unknown way the epithelium of the
intestinal mucosa is "conditioned" by the anemic
state, so that hyperabsorption takes place. In
normal and plethoric dogs, very little ingested iron
is assimilated. In their opinion, this difference
cannot be explained on physico-chemical grounds
nior by any known cytologic "conditioning" factor.
The only conclusion they draw is that, in some
wholly unknown manner, the need of the body for
iron produces hyperabsorption.
Whether or not the physiologic properties of

radio-active isotopes of iron are identical with
those of inactive iron has not yet been determined.
The authors, however, postulate that the radio-
active "elements" behave precisely like their in-
active replicas in the physiology of the body. This
postulate will have to be substantiated by con-
vincing experimental evidence before a clinical
interpretation of their results is possible.
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